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He had, besides, other preceptors. Traditions were taught to him by a number of
masters, one of whom was Abu Abd Allah Muhammad Ibn Ali Ibn Abi Saad at-Tajir
(the merchant}. He gained a perfect acquaintance with that science, became a
head-man among the Motazelites (1) and preached openly the doctrines of that sect.
In the secondary points of Moslim law, he followed the system of Abu Hanifa.
He expressed his thoughts with elegance and displayed great talent as a jurisconsult.
We owe to him a number of instructive works such as the Commentary on the
Stations (Makamat) of al-Hartri, a treatise which, notwithstanding ils concision,
affords all the information that can be desired. In his Kitdb al-Mughrib (the fur-
nisher of curious information] he treats of the strange and uncommon terms em-
ployed in the language of the jurisconsults. This work is for the Hanefites what
the work of al-Azliari (see page 48 of this vol.] is for the Shafites. In it the author
shewed that he was not unequal to his task, having assembled there every informa-
tion that could be wished for. His Udrib (exact indicator] was intended as a com-
mentary on the Mughrib; it is a large work, but rarely to be found. He drew up also
a philological treatise entitled the Iktind (sufficiency], and made an abridgment of the
same work. His other productions were an abridgment of the Isldh al-Mantik (2), the
Misbdh (flambeau] treating of grammar, the well-known Mukaddima (introduction] to
the study of grammar, etc. Students derived great profit from his oral instruction and
from his works. In the year 601 (A. D. 1204-5) he entered Baghdad, as a Mekka
pilgrim and, as he held the opinions of the Motazelites, he had frequent controversies
with the doctors of that city. He gave there lessons in philology and acquired a great
reputation, extended fame and wide renown. He composed some poetry, such as
the following verses, in which assonances are introduced with great art (3) :

(Be is) a fire-box of beneficence, the abundant sparks of which never fail, and a laurel of the
hills possessing noble qualities which are never blighted. Precious is the pearl of his glory,
copious the flow of his gifts.

In another piece he says:

I should blush to acquire fame were I only to be considered as a frequenter of damsels and
an amateur of songs.

He said also:

Fortune was blind to my just rights, and that was really as bad as if az-Zarka simulated